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which is one of seven edu-

Students study health of watershed

BmCRYSTAL

News Staff Writer

Sapbom  School  sixth-
énulcn waveled 1w Island

Will Park Wednesday after-
noon to check the health of
the Thander Bay watershed.
e trip was part of a proj-
cct Bob Thomson's class
has been working on to cre-
ele & database to monitor
eli of the watershed

Students were looking at
macroinversebrates and ahi-
otic factors of the water,

“The kids look ar the
oypes of macroinverichrates
that are in the witer and
what types arc in the water
gives us an Indication of
how healthy the water is,”
he said,

Sixth-graders also were
eble 1o operate Thomson's
underwater remote operited
vehicle 1o gel video of the
miver bottom and check for
=thra mossels,

Thomson said he thinks
the project is fantastic, He
saad there are all Kinds of
egencies, like the U.S. Fish
end Wildlife Service and
the Department of Natural
Resoarces that have been
belping them along the way
that he didn't take advan-
Gage of excepl a8 o speaker
m the classroom.

"Now the kids are out
Bere working with biologiss
end 5o it really makes them
think that we are doing
comething serious,” he said.

Thomson saxd tat's why

gist Angle

his ¢lass has started its own
Web  site,  www. thunder-
bayriverwalershedproject or
8, dedicated to the project
and publishing their dsta.
“We're hoping that even-
fusily we can pull in other

Bowen before Jeoking

teachers around the area,
aloag the Thunder Bay wa-
lershed 1o help us,” be said

Thomson's class at San-
bam is ape of the first five
schools selected hocally 1o
participate and benefst from

News Photo by Crystal Nelson
Students from Bob Thomson's sixth grade class at Sanborn School listen to U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service biolo-

a new mini-grapt p g

managed through the Com.
munity  Foendation  for
Nartheast Michigan, accond-
ing to Brandon Schroedes,
Northeast  Michigan Sea
Grant Extenson Educator,

for macrolnvertebrates. Looking for macroinyvertebrates was just one way the stu-
dents were able to gauge the health of the Thunder Bay River Wednesday afternoon,

The grant program is part
of & new regional bub sup
ported by the Great Lakes
Fishery Trust's Great Lakes
Stewardship Initiative, ac-
cording to Michigan Ses
Granl. This portheast hub,

cational hubs in Michigan,
recently received $200.000
from the Fishery Trust.

The grant included teach
ers in the Alpena -Mont-
morency-Alcona
Educational Service District
and the Cheboy gan - Otsego-
Presque Isle Educational
Service District,

Schroeder saxd the funds
suppoet school-based pro-
gramming — getung fueds
directly into the hands of
teachers working with stu-
dents to develop these prog-
ects; providing professional
development opportunities
to support educators en-
gaged 1n these efforts; and
school and community part-
perships - éngaging
schools directly with com-
munity partness and com-
munity benefiting projects.
He said they're not just
kearning projects, but proj-
ects that are enhancing com-
munity and enviropment,

The next request for pro
pasals and oppartungty fored-
wcabany wupglJ for funds will
be announced in carly De-
cember with the projects to be
selected o Jansury, acconding
to Schroader. In the mean-
time, he said there are many
profiéssional development op-
partunities open (o any edu-
cators  from  our  regin
imlerested 1n this initative.

Crysal Neleom can be
reached via e-pwal ar cnel-
sonEthelpenanews.com or
by phone @y 358-3693,



