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From its upper stretches to where the Au Gres River

‘meets Lake Huron, elementary students from Au ths-
Sims Schools explore water quality across their watershed,
inspiring community awareness and building partnerships.

Some of the youngest citizens within the
Saginaw Bay Watershed, the elementary students
are stepping up — and getting their feet wet ~in
hopes of making important contributions to
the environment and their community. With an
understanding of watersheds, the resource-
minded students are looking infand and to the
rivers that feed Saginaw Bay.

And this school year the students embarked on

-an ambitious water quality monitoring project and
study focusing on the Au-Gres River.

The AuGres-Sims Watershed Project, led
by teacher Michael Fiekds, involves nearly 50
students coordinated with resource experts

5 .& and community partners, Lending a hand to
S the professionals, students-tumed-scientists
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- upper stretches to where it eventually drains into

Bay.
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the project connected AuGres-Sims students
with conservation partners including U.S. Fish
and Wildsife Service, Michigan Sea Grant,
Huron Pines, NOAA B-WET program, Saginaw
Bay Watershed Initiative Network, Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, 4-H Youth
Programs and local township officiats, among
many others. 2

These partners contribute environmental
expertise, volunteers, and resources 1o
the project and in {rade benefit from the
accomplishments of this student led project.

In the river, students became the water
resource experts.

Separating into teams, they measured the
river's width, depth, type of river bottom and flow
rates. Applying chemistry, they tested stretches
of the river to describe levels of ammonia,
nitrate and dissolved Oxygen in the water.
Comecbng buologytomeirsmdy students

il surveyed and
decumented

biodiversity
by counting
aquatic
macro-
invertebrates,
some of the
smallest
organisms
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numbers of
organisms
as biological
indicators in wbulaﬁng water quality, As
a writing project back in class, students
summarized their data and findings.

Through their Bombined assessment,
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apply classroom lessons 1o gain a better
of the river's health,
Ye, the Au Gres River water study projact expands
their locaf river.
Au Gres-Sims students are the first school in the
sreat Lakes region to contribute data to a new water-

focused

ciizen

science findings with other schools, their local community and
website, environmental experts. Together they contribule to-a

Great Lakes  web of intérconnected schools, all working to promote

FieldScope.  environmental research and awarensss.

Created by 3 Their hands-on commitment to science had

partnership  Michael Fields and his team of students back in the

thatincludes  water this spring. And next fall he will introduce a new
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Geographic  environmental stewardship effort.

Society, With a goal to expand the number of tes! sites,

m explore new community. partnerships, use
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site allows Bay and Lake Huron.
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map and - thay're our envirenmental stewardship partners of
share their today. &

The Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative is a regional partnership of
schools and community partners working to promote place-based, community-based
leaming experiences. This network serves to engage youth as partners in protecting our

Great Lakes and natural resources of Northeast Michigan through hands-on, feet-wet
learning in (and with) the community.

The NE MI GLSI supports:

* Place-based education programs with youth: Hands-on,
place-based education is a proven method for developing
knowledgeable and active stewards of the environment.

* Educators and school improvement: Through training and
professional development for teachers, NEMI GLSI supports
the use of best practices that maximize the effectivencss of PBE.

* Strong school-community partnerships: Schools and
communities working together producing powerful partnerships
that are beneficial to all,

Funding in support of the NE M1 GLSI provided by Great Lakes Fishery Trust, Community Foundation for.
NE ME NOAA B-WET, and Toyota 4-H20, among many other local contributing parteers.
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