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County state park
got a lot mare interesting for some
conservation-minded Alcona County
youngsters.

During summer break, the Alcona
4-H Environmental Science Club

ventured here as citizen scientists to
assist Friends of Negwegon State Park.

Working dcngsdesaenﬂsu from the S

fomvaswe species that threaten the
dragonfly’s critical wetland habitat.
\When school started back this fall,
micdle schaol science students from
Alcona Community Schools joined
the project, continuing their long-term
_ stewardship at Negwegon State Park.
~ While past students from this schoo!
heloed make the park's interpretive
signs, this trip found the micdle-
scf ool students | with Alpena

Community College’s field kiology ¢ ass,

their clo
~ Somea

Armed wlth GPS units, maps of the park, muck boots
and identification guides, student-scientists searched
Negwegon State Park for dragonﬂy habitat and the

invaswes that threaten it.

mapping endangered species,

iln effort to help save the threatened Hine's emerald dragonfly,
youth work alongside MSU Extension scientists to map the

wetland habitats and pmbiematlc
mvadels. ! g

;e@tved. S.
2 comman, such asthe
green dzmer dragonfiy referred fo
by some as Michigan’s unofficial
state insact. Others, like the Hine's
emerald dragonfly are more rare, even
fhreatened or endangered. A new
citizen science effort led by Michigan
Natural Features Inventory, a program
of Michigan State University Extension,
calls on commurity involvement (o help
protect the Hine’s emera d dragonfly
and the high quality natural habitats
found at Negwegon State Park.
Arecent Lake Huron Biodiversity
Conservation report calls attenticn to

wetlands habitats and invasive species of Negwegon State Park.

: 'brotacting Funded by U.S. Fish &

Wildlife Coastal Program, through
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
and local Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan, this nuwahve
conservation project trains and

community volunteers to map potential

endangered species habitats and
threatening invasive species. Fielding
the project entailed a partnership with
Huron Pines, Michigan Sea Grant,
Friends of Negwegon, DNR Parks
Stewardship, U.S. Fish & Wildlife,
among others.

A project of partnerships!

It only made sense that students
—our youngest citizens ~ might also

Fostenn
parmershlps through
4Hand Wsctml oonnecbons

pannerntlys
school-commu
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Altaﬁ:on fo the Hine's emerald
dragonfly offersoppomity to promote
biodiversity conservation — conservation
of a variety of species and their habitats,
Scientists have documented adult Hine's
emerald dragonflies in the park but
were unsure where adults lay their eggs
and where the larvae develop. Larvae

ging as
wl»wetland
habitats by the ever-encraaching

adults. Threalsmth%e
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| Wet feet barely slowed down Alcana
4-H yeuth as they mapped Negwegon
| State Park’s critical wetlands and
learned about & diversity of dragonfly
specmlomdham such as this
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